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part 2: Really Simple Syndication 
(RSS)



what is RSS?



really simple syndication



mid-late ’90s:
microsoft / apple / netsape



dave winer
userland



popularization through blogging, 
podcasting, and major news sites



New York Times - Nov 2003
RSS becomes “mainstream”



RSS = XML = flat database



updated automatically, so that 
readers can subscribe



a “feed” is an RSS subscription



“feed readers” read feeds



many uses of RSS



subscribe to feeds



nytimes.com, cnn.com, 
espn.com, bbc.com



news searches
(google, yahoo, etc.)



blogs, podcasts, or vlogs



any list or update
(amazon, eBay, netflix, etc.)



finding and reading feeds



news search



Google News
(news.google.com)



subscribe to news updates





blog search



Google Blog Search
(blogsearch.google.com)



Technorati
(www.technorati.com)



putting it all together –
news aggregators



Google Personal Pages



My Yahoo



Newsgator
www.newsgator.com



Feed Reader
www.feedreader.com

(desktop application)



the future of RSS



greater integration into
IE 7.0     Firefox 2.0



business productivity



corporate intranet 
(department reports, project 

management, etc.)



desktop alerts via RSS



smartphones
(crackberry, treo, Razr)



Winer’s RSS River project



advertising
& content delivery



TV, phones, refrigerators, 
shopping mall ads, and more



questions?



thank you!

www.nextstepworks.com
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